Factors influencing mortality and morbidity from injuries to tha abdominal aorta and inferior vena cava.
Fifty patients having undergone operation for injury to the abdominal aorta and/or vena cava at the University of Alabama Hospital are reviewed. Factors influencing mortality include mechanism and location of injury, presence of shock, associated vascular and visceral organ injuries, and delay in treatment. Rapid restoration of blood volume and control of hemorrhage are the primary goals of resuscitative measures. Only with a preconceived and coordinated plan can the surgeon fully employ the necessary skills in the management of these serious injuries.